
Palaeontology in Popular Culture 
Discussion Event & Pop-Up Exhibition 

 

Monday 2 September, 18:00-20:15 
 

Anatomy Museum & Anatomy Lecture Theatre 

King’s College London Strand Campus, WC2R 2LS 

 

 
 

Featuring exhibits from: 

Friends of the Crystal Palace Dinosaurs, Luis Rey, Jed Taylor, Beth Windle & Mark 

Witton. 

 

And discussion with: 

Mark Carnall, Ellinor Michel, Ilja Nieuwland, Hannah O’Regan, Will Tattersdill & 

Georgia Witton-Maclean. 

 

The lost worlds of deep time provide some of the most high-profile scientific motifs in 

popular culture. Images derived from palaeontology, like dinosaurs, fossils and 

prehistoric landscapes, have featured in films, cartoons, artworks, radio, television, 

literature, toys and public models.  Meanwhile, popular culture and the media have also 

affected the way in which palaeontologists have discussed and presented their findings. 

But why is this?  And how has this relationship affected both popular culture and the 

science of palaeontology itself?  

 

Join us for a one-evening pop-up exhibition and discussion event to think about how 

palaeontology and popular culture have interacted from the origins of the field to the 

present.  In a set of exhibits, some of the UK’s leading palaeontological artists will display 

artwork that engages with the relations between popular culture and science. And in a 

discussion segment, we will talk about some particularly interesting case-studies, from 

ammonites and graptolites to bears, fossil whales and dinosaurs. 



Event Outline 
 

 

18:00-20:15 - Pop-Up Exhibition (Anatomy Museum) 
 

In the King’s College London Anatomy Museum will be a series of exhibits on display from 

18:00-20:15.   The artists and exhibitors will be on hand to discuss their work, and some 

of this will be for sale.   There will also be some refreshments available.   

 

 

18:30-c.19:30 - Discussion (Anatomy Lecture Theatre) 
 

Between 18:30 to around 19:30 in the lecture theatre next to the exhibition space, there 

will be a series of spot talks by some experts on palaeontology, who will talk about 

particularly interesting objects and examples of the relationship between palaeontology 

and popular culture.   

 

 

 

Getting There 
 

 

The event will be in the KCL Strand Campus (map and directions here: 

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/study/campus/strand.aspx ) on the sixth floor of the King’s 

Building.    

 

To find the event, go into the main KCL reception on the Strand.  There will be a desk to 

sign in at between 17:45-19:30.  The people at the desk will have a list of attendees, so no 

need to print out your ticket (although bringing it along might save time). 

 

Once inside, walk through the barriers in the reception (ignoring the first staircase on your 

left) to go into the King’s Building.  The exhibition space and lecture theatre will be on the 

sixth floor, which is accessible by lifts. You will see these on your left about half-way down 

the corridor.   

 

Once you are on the sixth floor, turn right and follow the signs to the Anatomy Museum.  

You will be directed to the lecture theatre when the discussion segment is about to start. 

 

 

 

 

This event is being organized in association with Popularizing Palaeontology Workshop 

VI (more info here: www.poppalaeo.com ), and is funded by the Arts & Humanities 

Research Council.  For more details or if you have any questions, please contact 

chris.manias@kcl.ac.uk 
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