
The Art of Extinct Animals:  

Pop-Up Palaeoart Exhibition 
 

Wednesday 13th December, 18:00-20:00 

 

Chapters & Nash Lecture Theatre 

King’s College London Strand Campus, WC2R 2LS (map) 

 

Featuring art and talks by: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

John Conway Bob Nicholls 

 

 

 

 

 

Beth Windle Mark Witton 
 

In this one-evening pop-up exhibition, some of the UK’s leading palaeontological artists will 

be showcasing their artwork and talking about how they go about reconstructing extinct 

animals and lost environments.   

 

We’ll be engaging with questions like: How can artists reconstruct and recreate the life of 

the past? What challenges, techniques and difficulties are there in this process?  How does 

the history of palaeontological artwork affect current conventions in the field?  And what 

does palaeontological artwork tell us about the relations between science and art? 

 

This event is being organized in association with Popularizing Palaeontology Workshop II 

(more info here: www.poppalaeo.com ), and is funded by the King’s Together scheme and the 

History Department at King’s College London.  For more details or if you have any questions, 

please contact chris.manias@kcl.ac.uk 

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/study/campus/strand.aspx
http://johnconway.co/
http://paleocreations.com/
http://beth-windle.squarespace.com/heritage-devlin/
http://www.markwitton.com/
http://www.poppalaeo.com/
mailto:chris.manias@kcl.ac.uk


Event Outline 
 

 

 

Art Displays (Chapters) 

 

In Chapters, the artists will be displaying their artwork, which will include models, 

prints, drawings and paintings.  Some of this work will be for sale.   There will also be 

some refreshments available.   

 

 

Talks (Room K2.31 – Nash Lecture Theatre) 

 

Between 18:20 and 20:00, the artists will each be speaking in a lecture theatre down 

the corridor from the exhibition space on their approach to palaeontological artwork 

and reconstructing the life of the past.  Feel free to come to as many or as few of these 

as you want.   

 

The schedule is as follows: 

 

18:20-18:40      

Bob Nicholls, ‘No, we don’t make it up! Palaeo-reconstruction explained 

from the inside-out.’ 

 

18:45-19:05     

Mark Witton, ‘The science of extinct animal life appearance: why "what did 

it look like?" is not just a question for palaeoartists (or children).’ 

 

19:10-19:30     

Beth Windle, ‘Illustrating Mammals from Specimens, Life & Location.’ 

 

19:35-20:00     

John Conway, ‘Paleoart is the Best Art.’ 

 

There will be a 5-minute break between the talks for people to come in and out.  The 

talks are all being recorded so timings will be quite exact. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Location & Directions 
 

 

Location 

 

The event will be in the KCL Strand Campus (map and directions here: 

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/study/campus/strand.aspx ) on the second floor of the 

King’s Building.   Here is a map of the second floor of the King’s Building, with the 

two venues highlighted in blue: 

 

 
 

Directions 

 

To find the event, go into the main KCL reception on the Strand.  There will be a desk 

to sign in at between 18:00-20:00.  The people at the desk will have a list of attendees, 

so no need to print out your ticket (although bringing it along might save time). 

 

Once inside, walk through the reception (ignoring the first staircase on your left) to go 

into the King’s Building.  The exhibition space and lecture theatre will be on the second 

floor, which is accessible by either stairs or lifts… 

 

Stairs:  Once in the King’s Building go up the first flight of stairs that you find (on the 

left) to floor 2 of the King’s Building (this will be signposted – it will lead you to a long 

corridor).  The Nash Lecture Theatre (K2.31) is on the right side of the corridor, and 

Chapters (where the art display is located) will be towards the end of the corridor on 

the left. 

 

Lifts: If you want to take the lifts, then keep going down the corridor on the ground 

floor of the King’s Building.  There will be lifts half-way down on your left.  Take these 

up to floor 2.   Chapters will be to the left, and the Nash Lecture Theatre will be down 

the corridor on the right 

 

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/study/campus/strand.aspx


Artist Biographies & Talk Topics 
 

John Conway  

Website: http://johnconway.co/   

Twitter: @thejohnconway  

 

John began drawing dinosaurs when he was two years old. This work was terrible, 

lacking in proper perspective, shading, tonal balance, originality in style, and scientific 

accuracy. Given these challenges, aged around seven, he belatedly gave up. Turning to 

the subjects or cars, robots, flying machines and boats for several years, John made 

little artistic or scientific advancement until reading The Dinosaur Heresies aged 

twelve. His work still lacked proper perspective, shading, tonal balance, originality in 

style, and scientific accuracy, but now he was determined to correct these 

shortcomings. 

 

Twenty-three years later, he reflects that the challenge is rather larger than he 

suspected, and wonders if he will master any of these aspects by the time he's as dead 

as a Deinonychus. John's work can be seen in the books Dinosaur Art: The World's 

Greatest Palaeoart, All Yesterdays: Unique and Speculative Views of Dinosaurs and 

Other Prehistoric Animals, and Cryptozoologicon. 

 

 

Bob Nicholls 

Website: http://paleocreations.com/   

Twitter: @Paleocreations   

 

Bob began drawing prehistoric animals from the moment he was old enough to hold a 

pencil, and today, he has nearly 20 years’ experience in creating anatomically accurate 

reconstructions of natural history specimens using a unique and thorough 

reconstruction process. Paleocreations has an extensive portfolio of both 2D and 3D 

artworks for both temporary and permanent displays in nearly 50 museums around 

the world. He has also been published in over 40 books on natural history and 

produced work for broadcasting companies including the BBC and National 

Geographic. At any moment Bob could be producing a small painting for a postage 

stamp or building a life-size dinosaur! 

 

Bob will be talking about how reconstructing the life appearance of extinct animals is 

a complex process that is completely unknown to most people outside the professional 

paleoart bubble.  This lack of clarity causes the viewer to mistrust paleo-

reconstructions and leads them to assume the illustrations and sculptures they see in 

books and museums are primarily fabricated at the whim of the artist.  The reality is 

very different because a serious paleoartist will go to great lengths to minimise any 

opportunity for unsupported artistic license.  This talk will explain the palaeo-

reconstruction process from the inside out, fossil to flesh, and how even species with 

limited fossil remains are brought back to life using specialist techniques and patterns 

we see in nature today.   

http://johnconway.co/
http://paleocreations.com/


Beth Windle 

Website: http://beth-windle.squarespace.com/heritage-devlin/   

Twitter: @WindleBeth    

 

Beth Windle is fairly new on the scene after recently graduating from university. She 

has worked with both national and international museums bringing her unique 

contemporary twist to the art form. She has a deep affection for thylacines, hyenas and 

osteology which play key roles in her work.  Her aim is to use her work to bring new 

audiences to the genre through juxtaposing the new and the old. Sometimes 

challenging the traditional barriers of national history illustration, but yet retaining 

the importance of anatomy, context and skill. 

 

Her talk will centre around ancient/extinct mammals and how important first-hand 

reference material is to any palaeontological illustrator, and how it makes a scientific 

illustration fail or fly. 

 

 

 

Mark Witton 

Website: http://www.markwitton.com/     

Twitter: @MarkWitton    

 

Mark Witton is a palaeontological artist, author and researcher based at the University 

of Portsmouth, UK. His research focuses mostly on pterosaurs, the flying reptiles 

contemporaneous with non-avian dinosaurs, with particular interest in their lifestyles, 

palaeoecology and functional morphology. He is the author and artist of the acclaimed 

Pterosaurs: Natural History, Evolution, Anatomy (2013, Princeton University Press) 

as well as the palaeoart collection Recreating an Age of Reptiles (2017, Crowood 

Press). Mark's palaeoartworks have featured in numerous research papers, news 

reports, books, television shows, museums and art galleries, including London's 

Southbank and the American Museum of Natural History. His upcoming books, The 

Palaeoart Handbook (2018, Crowood Press) and Life Through The Ages II (2018, 

Indiana University Press) focus on the history and scientific theory of palaeoart. 

 

Mark’s talk will discuss how being curious about animal fossil animal appearance can 

elucidate palaeobiological details and drive scientific inquiry. ‘What did it look like?,’ 

a question that some scientists seemingly have little interest in (perhaps because it 

seems inane or juvenile?), is thus a legitimate, if underused, line of palaeontological 

research. Palaeoartistry is not part of this science, just the application of it. However, 

this does not mean palaeoart has no impact on science. For artist-scientists, or 

scientists who work closely with artists, palaeoart transcends pure artistry to become 

an engine that drives the search for new ideas and insight.  

 

http://beth-windle.squarespace.com/heritage-devlin/
http://www.markwitton.com/

